Bryant then asked for James Nichols1 phone number and Lewis put Sharon
on the line.  He told Sharon and Lewis that he needed to meet with James
Nichols, his mine committeeman, that afternoon so that he could sign his
grievance and thereby preserve his right to arbitration of his dispute
with Lloyd White.

I find it impossible to credit Bryant's version of why he needed to
meet James Nichols before he went underground on the afternoon of Monday,
March 10, 1980.  The record shows that on Friday, March 7, at the con-
clusion of the suspension hearing It was agreed by all present, including
Bryant that the 48 hour limitation on holding a second stage meeting was
waived because of the intervening weekend (RX-5, p. 11).  It also shows
that by Monday, March 10, Nichols had spoken with Ken Holbrook, the
Union's District 28 representative and that the latter had agreed with
Don Kennedy, the operator's labor relations manager, to extend the time
for the second stage meeting to 2:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 11, 1980 (RX-18,
P- 3).

Under the collective bargaining agreement, there was no need for
Bryant to sign a request for formal arbitration until the time of the
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and especially a union leader, is suspended with intent to discharge, there
will almost "automatically" be a work stoppage and management will retaliate
by charging the miner with instigating a wildcat strike.  The miner will
then have to assume the all but impossible burden of proving he did not
provoke the strike and when he fails, as he almost invariably doesj the
arbitrator will uphold the Imposition of a disciplinary discharge, the
industrial equivalent of capital punishment.  The Arbitration Review Board
feels these draconian measures are needed to force the miners to honor the
obligation to arbitrate these disputes and enforce the no-strike provision
of the collective bargaining agreement.

1429bathhouse at  five minutes to 4 on the excuse that he was
